
RULES AND REGULATIONS

FOR USE OF CARLISLE CONSERVATION LAND

1. HOURS, NIGHT USE BY PERMIT.  

All people are welcome to enjoy themselves on the conservation land of the Town of Carlisle. They do so at their own risk from sunrise to sunset provided such use is consistent with the Commission’s rules and regulations and other applicable local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations.   The conservation land and parking lots may not be used between sunset and sunrises except in accordance with a permit duly issued by the Carlisle Conservation Commission (the “Commission”).  Groups of eight or more people that wish to use conservation land must obtain a use permit. This permit may be granted by one Commissioner or by the Commission Administrator, except that if said groups wish to use the conservation land in excess of four (4) daylight hours, that use permit must be duly issued by a majority vote of the Commission.

2. FIRES BY PERMIT.  

Open fires are forbidden on conservation land except by permits duly issued by the Commission and the Carlisle Fire Department.  The use of portable stoves does not require a fire permit, but the intention to use such stoves must be reported in writing to the Commission and the Carlisle Fire Department or noted on any use permit issued in accordance with Rule 1 hereinabove. The following fire safety measures shall apply on all conservation land: Stoves or open fires shall be at least three (3) feet from any combustible material; those making fires or operating stoves must possess an operable fire extinguisher rated consistent with the object fire and/or stove;  they must also possess a spade, iron rake and water supply reasonably adequate to suppress the fire or the stove.

3. CAMPING BY PERMIT.  

Overnight camping on conservation land is permitted by majority vote of the Commission, subject to obtaining all other requisite permits under these Rules and Regulations. The Police Department must be notified of exact dates and times of occupancy and must be provided with the names of the adult chaperones, as set forth below, and with emergency contact information for the camping party.  Where the camping party contains two (2) or more minors, there must be at least two adult chaperones of majority age present at all times, and there must be one adult chaperone of majority age for every eight (8) minors in the camping party.  Human body wastes shall be buried individually at least two hundred (200) feet from a pond or stream.

4. ARMS/FIREARMS BY PERMIT.  

Arms/firearms, ammunition, bows, arrows and all other projectile weapons or devices are forbidden on conservation land, except that a majority of the Commission may issue an Arms/firearms permit for such use at Foss Farm, but only for non-hunting activities.  Historically, the activities which have received permits include the colonial musters and dog training.

5. SPONSORED EVENTS AND CONCESSIONS BY PERMIT.  

No one shall engage in business, sell or expose for sale or give away goods or circulars without a permit from the Commission.  Applications for sponsored events will be accepted only from non-profit organizations.  No admission or parking fees may be charged, but donations to the organization may be requested by posting a sign at the entrance to the event.  Registration fees may be charged to participants but not to spectators in events organized by the sponsoring group.  The Commission will ordinarily authorize only concessions for food to be consumed on the premises.  In limited circumstances, when the Commission deems it in the public interest, additional concessions may be permitted.  Although primary use of the land may be reserved for a specific event, other regular activities on the land shall continue on any given day.

6. TRAILS.

New trails or extensions of existing trails may not be installed by any person unless duly authorized by majority vote of the Conservation Commission at a public meeting.

7.  PENALTIES  

Without limiting any other available remedies or penalties, any person who submits false information in connection with any documentation or application required under these Rules or Regulations, or who otherwise violates these Rules and Regulations may be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each violation hereof.  Each day or part thereof during which such violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate violation.
CARLISLE CONSERVATION LAND USES

1. Uses allowed on all Conservation Land.

Walking, hiking, jogging, running

Picnicking

Kite-flying

Horseback riding

Snowshoeing

Cross country skiing

Nature study (observation)

Other uses of a passive recreational nature

Uses prohibited except by special permission from a majority of the Commission

Camping 

Discharge of firearms

Fires (Fire department must also issue permit)

Uses prohibited on all Conservation Land

Hunting, trapping

Swimming

Driving motorized vehicles (except by special permit and as regulated on Foss Farm)

Use by large organized groups

To be scheduled through the Conservation office

2. Additional uses allowed on specific parcels of land

Greenough Land

Ice skating

Fishing, ice fishing

Canoeing

Foss Farm

Pony Club activities

Dog shows

Dog field trials

Dog sledding

Dog training classes

Horse show

4-H Club activities

Fairs

Colonial Minutemen Historical Muster

Plot gardens

Towle Field

Bill Koch Ski League
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