Carlisle Conservation Commission
February 28, 2008

Chairman Peter Burn called the meeting to order at 8:20 pm in the Clark Room in the Carlisle Town Hall.  Members Jenifer Bush, Tricia Smith, Kelly Guarino and Roy Watson were present.  Tom Schultz and Diane Troppoli were unavailable.  Conservation Administrator Sylvia Willard was also present.

Agricultural Lease and License Agreements:.

Mark Duffy was present to discuss his Agricultural License Agreement for Greenough, Foss Farm and Fiske Meadow Conservation lands as well as his annual report for his agricultural lease agreement for the Cranberry Bog Conservation Land.  Additionally Conservation Land Stewards Lynn Knight, Warren Lyman and Debbie Geltner were present to update the Commission of their progress toward addressing the issues raised in the Interim Building Inspector John Minty’s letter of January 30, 2008, which outlined the deficiencies with the Cranberry Bog House. These deficiencies were determined during an inspection with LSC members, Duffy, and Willard in early January.  Having identified and prioritized the recommendations Minty outlined in the letter, the LSC members informed the commission they proposed placing some needs into a new Bog House three-year license agreement with annual in-kind services in return for use of the 3rd floor of the bog house.  Guarino suggested that the LSC also consider a provision in the license that would include cash payment if in-kind services are not completed.  LSC members felt some items listed in Minty’s letter were more logically the responsibility of the Town of Carlisle and beyond the scope of a farmer.  After eventual consultation with and approval of the Commission, LSC suggested that costs associated with many of these could be submitted to Long Term Capitol Requirements Committee for potential town funding.  Since the building is an historic building, it also could be eligible for historic funds under the Community Preservation Act.
As to the agricultural license agreements, Mr. Duffy reported that he planned to keep the two Greenough fields in corn as well as the abutting private fields and he planned to provide manure fertilizer to the fields when they become dry enough.  Last year his corn crop did very well there.  On the Foss Farm Conservation land fields, Duffy explained that he planned to plant corn in the upper field, located next to Rt. 225.  He also said that a portion of the lower field had flooded killing the alfalfa; he planned to plant corn there as well.  Fiske Meadow was weeds, he said, which he mowed and composted.  Smith moved to issue the three year license agreements for each of these properties to Mark Duffy.  Bush seconded and all voted in favor.

Although not present at the meeting, both John Valentine and George Fraser had responded to the RFP for three-year license agreements for Hutchins/Robbins fields and for the Bisbee fields respectively.   Willard reported that no other farmer had responded for the request for these fields or any other fields and that these farmers had farmed these fields for many years.  Smith moved to issue the three year license agreements for the fields to Valentine and to Fraser.  Watson seconded and all voted in favor. 
Willard noted that there was no response to the RFP for agricultural fields on Fox Hill.  The Commission agreed to advertise this property again.  Smith, holder of the previous three-year agreement noted that she owed the commission a Land Use Report Form which would be forthcoming.

Certificate of Compliance:

DEP 125-707: Berry Corner Lane, Project: House, driveway and associated grading.  

Willard reported that on February 25, 2008 the applicants had held the Wetlands workshop for Concord/Carlisle realtors as required by the Commission prior to their receiving the Certificate of Compliance.  She stated that approximately twenty-four people were in attendance at the Colonial Inn to hear representatives of the DEP Wetlands Division talk about wetlands and to answer questions about the filing and permitting process.  Those present appeared to be very appreciative of the opportunity.  
Smith moved to grant a Certificate of Compliance to DEP 125-707.  Watson seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
8:30 p.m. (DEP 125-0821) Notice of Intent, Continued Hearing

Applicant:  Hanover Hill

Project Location: Westford Street

Project Description: Construction of a roadway & 3 common driveways with associated grading and drainage system within 100’ of a bordering vegetated wetland.

This continued hearing was reopened by chairman Burn under the MA Wetlands Protection Act MGL Chapter 131 s. 40 and the Carlisle Wetlands Protection bylaw at 8:40 PM.  George Dimakarakos, representing his client, stated that project plans are in the process of being revised and updated and were not yet ready for review by the Commission.  He further reported that he had received permission from his client to revise the shape of the cul-de-sac and steepen slope grades in some areas along the road and common driveways.  He requested that the hearing be continued for approximately one month.  The hearing was continued to March 27, 2008 at 8:30 PM.

8:45 p.m. (DEP 125- 0829) Notice of Intent, continued hearing

Applicant:  Mollie MacCormack

Project Location: Cross Street, Map 7  Parcel 21  Lot 4A-1

Project Description: new home, utilities, driveway with wetland crossing, replication area and associated grading.

The hearing was re-opened by Chairman Burn under the MA Wetlands Protection Act MGL Chapter 131 s. 40 and the Carlisle Wetlands Protection bylaw.  Dimakarakos informed the Commission that the DEP had issued a DEP number for this project and that the hearing could now be closed.  Smith requested he review the invasive plant management plan for the property, which he did and he noted that it had been added to the plan.  Smith moved to close the hearing for DEP #125-0829.  Guarino seconded the motion.  After a brief discussion on the invasive plant management plan, Smith moved to issued a Standard Order of Conditions with a special condition: In order to control or eliminate invasive plants on the westerly portion of the lot, the area shown as meadow on the Plan of Record will be initially mowed, seeded with a meadow grass mix.  The edge of the meadow will be delineated with a split rail fence or approved equal.  After construction the area will be mowed no more than twice a year to minimize the growth of invasive species. The invasive species within wooded areas will be removed with hand tools regularly. Bush seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
9:00 p.m. (DEP 125-0828) Notice of Intent

Applicant: David Valchuis
Project Location: 581 River Road

Project Description:  installation of a swimming pool with work within the 100’ Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland
Burn opened the hearing under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Carlisle Wetlands Bylaw.  David Crossman of B & C Associates was present to represent the applicant.  Crossman presented a plan updated from the one submitted with the filing.  This one was stamped and included contours, pool patio and hay bale/siltation barriers.  He provided information on how the BVW was delineated, using soil wetland indicators, due to the absence of wetland plants in the mowed and maintained field.  Smith asked where discharge from the pool would be directed and Crossman agreed to contact the applicant and update the plan accordingly.  The hearing was continued to March 13, 2008 at 8:15 p.m.  
9:15 p.m. (DEP 125-0827) Notice of Intent

Applicant:  Gabrielle Dockterman

Project Location: 345 Russell Street

Project Description:  addition to a single family home with work in the 100’ foot Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

Burn opened the hearing under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Carlisle Wetlands Bylaw. George Dimakarakos from Stamski and McNary, Inc, representing the applicant, reviewed the plan to replace existing deck with a room on columns and sonatubes, extending a deck beyond and turning an existing screened porch into year-round living space supported by sonatubes.  Access to the work area is provided around the east side of the house and stockpiling soils will be minimal, primarily limited to solids excavated for the chimney foundation.  The NOI included a report from EcoTerra relative to the condition of the trees near the house on the site.  As a result of the report, it is proposed that four trees with multiple tops and in poor condition will be removed and other multiple topped trees will be “pruned”.   
Willard reminded the commission that the applicant had appeared before the commission about a year ago with a concept plan for this project.  That plan delineated Riverfront Area not shown on the plan under review at the hearing.  Watson stated that although he felt the proposed project was not going to have a detrimental impact on the resource area, Riverfront Area could present a problem.  At this, Dimakarakos directed the Commission to the letter submitted with the NOI by David Crossman of B & C Associates outlining his explanation for there not being Riverfront on the property.  Smith indicated that she would prefer to not accept the letter of explanation and not making a determination on the presence of Riverfront; to be silent as to its existence.  Watson moved to close the hearing. Smith seconded.  Smith moved issue a Finding  to strike the letter of 10/6/07 prepared by B & C Associates relative to the presence of Riverfront Area on the lot.  She then moved to issue a Standard Order of Conditions for 125-0827.  Guarino seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
9:30 p.m. (DEP 125-0826) Revised Plan with Delineated BVW - 26 Westford Street:
In response to the Special Condition in the Order of Conditions issued on this project at the previous Conservation Commission meeting, David Schofield was present to provide the Conservation Commission with a revised plan for a septic system repair at this location.  Schofield stated that the area in question contained fill likely placed on the lot prior to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and before its precursor, the Hatch Act.  It was his opinion that lawn area was therefore not a protected resource area. The commission had agreed at the hearing held on February 14, 2008 that a BVW boundary must be delineated using the state’s protocol for delineating in disturbed conditions such as lawns especially in light of the proposed project, a septic system, and the tightness of the lot.  Brian Butler of Oxbow Associates attended the meeting instead of his Field Technician, Brett Manson who had originally provided a wetland delineation which, as noted in the NOI, had not been determined using soil indicators, necessary when delineated in disturbed conditions such as lawns. Butler reviewed for the commission the evidence for the edge of the BVW on this revised plan using wetland soil indicators found on site, as determined since the previous meeting.  The updated plan Schofield provided at this meeting now showed the edge of the BVW 10’ 1” at its closest approach to the proposed system.  The plan submitted with the NOI and approved by the Board of Health showed the BVW located 35’ 6” from the system.  Smith moved to approve the plan dated 2/26/2008.  Watson seconded and all present voted in favor.  Schofield agreed to submit the revised plan to the Carlisle Board of Health. 
Minutes Approval:

Amendments to the minutes of June 21, 2007 were noted.  Guarino moved to accept the minutes of June 26, 2007.  Watson seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
Amendments to the minutes of August 9, 2007 were duly noted.  Watson moved to accept the minutes of August 9, 2007. Guarino seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.

Amendments to the minutes of September 6, 2097 were duly noted.  Guarino moved to accept the minutes of September 7, 2007.  Bush seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
Amendments to the minutes of September 27, 2007 were duly noted.  Bush moved to accept the minutes of September 27, 2007.  Bush seconded and all attending Commissioners voted in favor.
All bills were signed.

Item #4:  53e1/2 Warrant Article: 

Willard noted that the Warrant Articles for the Carlisle Wetland Protection Bylaw, the Foss Farm and the Conservation Land Building Fee 53e1/2 Revolving Accounts must be approved by the Commission to be on the upcoming warrant for Spring Town meeting approval.  Smith asked if the funding use limits had changed since last year to which Willard said they had not.  Smith moved to approve each of the proposed 53e1/2 Revolving Account warrant articles for this year’s warrant, with all present s voting in favor.
10:20 PM.  Watson moved to close the meeting, all present voted in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Sylvia Willard
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