Carlisle Conservation Commission

March 13, 2008

The Conservation Commission held a regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, March 13, 2008 in the Clarke Room at Town Hall.  

Present:  Chair, Peter Burn; Commissioners:  Jenifer Bush, Kelly Guarino, Tricia Smith, Diane Troppoli, Roy Watson; Conservation Administrator, Sylvia Willard.  Absent: Chair Elect, Tom Schultz

Burn opened the meeting at 7:45 p.m. when quorum was achieved.

Bills were approved as presented. 

Enforcement Order – 217 Heald Road:  The previously approved Enforcement Order for the unauthorized clearing of 3,700 sf of BVW was circulated for signatures.  In accordance with the document, the property owner will be required to submit a landscape plan containing elements to delineate upland from the BVW.  The deadline for submission is March 31, 2008 with a completion date of July 15, 2008.

Emergency Certificate – 500 West Street:  An Emergency Certificate authorizing the replacement of the existing, cracked septic was finalized with the following Special Conditions:  the owner/engineer and installer undertaking this activity shall maintain close communication with the Carlisle Board of Health staff and consultant during this undertaking; the haybale/siltation barrier shall be installed down gradient of all disturbed areas to protect nearby resource areas; a Notice of Intent with an engineered plan shall be submitted in a timely manner to the Carlisle Conservation Commission.

DEP 125-0829 - 345 Russell Street / Dockterman:  The request by the property owner to add a 14” pine to a previously approved tree removal plan was allowed due to the close proximity of the tree to the house.   

Trails Committee Request:  The Trails Committee had requested that the Commission consider approaching the Selectmen to request that a specific and key parcel of land be transferred from being classified as Carlisle municipal land to land that is under the care and custody of the Conservation Commission.  Willard described the landlocked one-acre parcel as being located in a strategic location for providing linkage to planned and possible future trails.  Watson moved to submit a request to the Board of Selectmen that the parcel of land located on Carlisle Assessor’s Map 5, Parcel 46 be transferred to the care and custody of the Conservation Commission.  Bush seconded and all attending voted in favor.  

Davis Corridor Management Plan:  The completed management plan developed by the Land Stewardship Committee was distributed for later review and will be discussed at a public hearing during the April 24, 2008 ConsCom meeting.  Willard noted that LSC has incorporated recommendations made by both the Trails Committee as well as by TTOR, grantee of the Conservation Restriction on the land, into the proposed management plan.   Willard also reported that the Baseline Assessments for the Greenough Land, Foss Farm, the Towle Land and the Town Forest are now well along in progress. 

Revision to the local bylaw relative to Vernal Pools:  The suggestion was made to consult with Tom Gumbart of the Lincoln ConsCom as to the process used to implement the revisions to their local bylaw through Town Meeting, with the possibility of his attending an upcoming ConsCom meeting.   Willard will contact him.

DEP 125-0828 Notice of Intent, continued hearing

Applicant:  David Valchuis

Project Location:  581 River Road

Project Description:  installation of a swimming pool with work within the 100’ Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland
This continued hearing was reopened at 8:15 p.m under the under the authority of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Carlisle Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  George Dimakarakos of Stamski & McNary was present to represent the applicant.  He reported that the location of a pool drain basin to be used for backwash had been added to plan as requested by the Commission.  With no other outstanding issues, Watson moved to close the hearing.  Guarino seconded and all voted in favor.  Watson moved to issue a Standard Order of Conditions for DEP 125-0828 based on the Plan dated March 6, 2008.  Guarino seconded and all attending commissioners voted in favor.

DEP 125-0829 Cross Street /MacCormack:  Representing the applicant, George Dimakarakos reiterated the applicant’s request for permission to remove trees prior to installing haybales in preparation for well drilling work.  They are requesting a deviation from the Order of Conditions in order to avoid possible damage to the haybales that could result from the tree removal activity.  Acknowledging that the area where the construction will take place is quite extensive and therefore there could be some confusion with regard to the limit of work, Dimakarakos proposed as an alternative installing just the silt fence to delineate the limit of work during the preliminary tree removal work, with the plan to install the haybales after the removal is completed.  The Commission was not willing to amend the OOC’s and therefore the haybales be installed and inspected prior to any work being done.

DEP 125-830 Notice of Intent

Applicant:  John Ballantine

Project Location:  268 Fiske Street

Project Description:  Construction of a single family house including well, septic system, leaching facility, garage, utilities and common driveway.

Intro - 4 of 10 acres will be split off for second house

This continued hearing was opened at 8: 30 p.m. under the authority of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Carlisle Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  George Dimakarakos of Stamski and McNary gave an introductory overview of the plan for the proposed project.  He noted the existing house and the proposed new house are located within the building envelopes allowed by the Conservation Restriction that exists on the ten-acre property.  He also showed the locations of the garage, well, septic system, leach field, and common drive.  Other site work would include relocation of the discharge pipe to the septic system that serves the existing house, as required by Title V because it would no longer be located within the lot.  The application is scheduled to be reviewed by the Board of Health and the Planning Board within the next few weeks.  

Smith commented on the extent of land development associated with the proposed garage.  Dimakarakos said that the applicant had established the allowance of a 20-foot setback from the gas main to the garage through negotiations with TENNECO, which also requires that the orientation of the driveway be set so that minimal pavement will be used directly over the line.  Acknowledging the close proximity of the structure to the wetland, he noted that the proposal includes drip edges and trenching along both sides of garage.  Willard asked whether the orientation of the driveway was also driven by the Fire Department.  Dimakarakos stated that the applicant had incorporated their requirements into the plan and has received their approval.  Watson pointed out that they are proposing several hundred feet of driveway hard against the wetland itself.  Willard stated that one of her concerns along these lines is that the wetland flagging is almost three years old and any flags that have remained have no numbers.  In addition, she has found discrepancies between the plan developed in 1995 for the existing house and the new plan.  Based on the Willard’s concerns and that the delineations will soon expire, the Commission determined that the wetlands must be re-delineated.  
Burn then opened the discussion for questions from the audience.  Julie Durrell and Robert Bethel of 251 Fiske Street and Phil Dumka of 307 Fiske Street voiced concerns about the location of the proposed septic system, including it’s proximity to the road, their homes, and the stream that runs through the area, and the possibility of an odor problem developing if the system is not maintained properly.  Charles Bradley of 296 Fiske Street stated that he had found language in the CR declaring that the site contains unique and outstanding qualities that would be of benefit to the community to preserve.  Burn thanked the residents for their comments and said they would be taken into consideration.  
Due to the uniqueness of the property, Willard suggested that the plan be revised to include the location of all trees over 8” proposed for removal for the construction of the septic system and common drive.  

A site visit was set for March 22 at which time new delineations should be submitted.  The hearing was continued with the representative’s approval until March 27th at 9:00 p.m.  

Conservation Land Use Permits were granted to the Old North Bridge Pony Club for their annual Spring Lesson Series to be held Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays April 3rd through June, 2008, and for their annual Two-phase Equestrian Competitive Fund Raising Event, to be held Sunday, May 4, 2008 from 8 am to 4 pm.  

Smith moved to close the meeting at 9:15 p.m., all present voted in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Hopkins, Administrative Asst.
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