Carlisle Conservation Commission

November 6, 2008

Chair Elect Peter Burn called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. in the Clark Room at the Carlisle Town Hall.  In addition to Burn, present were members Tom Brownrigg, Jenifer Bush, and Diane Troppoli and Tricia Smith (8:20).  Chair Tom Schultz and Commissioner Kelly Guarino were not present.  Conservation Administrator Sylvia Willard was also present. 

For the record it was noted by Burn that former Commissioner Roy Watson’s presence is greatly missed.  Bush and Troppoli seconded and all attending agreed wholeheartedly, including the administrative assistant!

General Agenda Items:

(DEP 125-0810) Canoe Launching Area - Planting Plan:  Willard reported that the requested Planting Plan for the canoe launching area at Great Brook Farm State Park area has been submitted and is included in their meeting materials.  The plan had been required subsequent to a trail improvement project involving the re-construction of a bridge over open water.  Other than the recommendation to stagger the locations of the highbush blueberry plantings, the plan was found to be acceptable.  As for the area impacted by the project at the opposite end of the bridge, the commission had previously requested that the wood chips that had been spread throughout the area be removed and replaced with oak leaves/duff, but that work is pending the final outcome of launch area improvement plans from the DCR. 

Signatures - 984 West St. Enforcement Order:  Willard circulated the Enforcement Order, which had been issued as a result of unpermitted work on reconstructing a stone wall within the Buffer Zone.  She informed the Commission that there is a filing pending for the completion of the project.  

Bow Tie Land Transfer Request Process:  Last spring the Commission voted that it would be most appropriate for Conscom to request that a one-acre parcel of land that was taken by the town at some point in the past be transferred from Municipal land to conservation land in order to protect it from being sold off at some point in the future.  At this point the Commission still needs to make a formal request to the BOS and, upon their approval, the transfer would then need to be on the warrant and to go before Town Meeting.  Willard will draft a letter requesting time on an upcoming BOS agenda when a formal request can be put forward by representatives from the Commission and the Trails Committee.      

Foss Farm Field Gate:  Based on the quote presented by Willard, Troppoli moved to approve the purchase of a gate for the farm field at Foss Farm.  Brownrigg seconded and all attending voted in favor.  

Planning Board request for input for Wireless Bylaw Revision:  Willard had previously forwarded a request to the Commission from the Planning Board requesting feedback on several possible revisions to the existing Wireless Bylaw.  One of the issues for consideration by the Commission is that the current bylaw requires a setback of at least 900’ from wetlands and vernal pools and they are now considering removal of the setback requirement with the thinking that state and local restrictions and protections will apply and therefore there is no need for the additional setback.  Other conservation issues to be considered include projects sited in the NHESP Priority Habitat areas and those projects proposed within ¼ mile of a Wild and Scenic River.  Brownrigg made the recommendation that they retain a minimum setback of 100’ if the structure is proposed to be constructed in the vicinity of a certified or documented vernal pool, as there is no setback protection in the WPA unless the vernal pool is located within a Resource Area.   

Town Meeting Timeline:  Burn informed the Commission that all new initiatives were to be submitted to Fincom by November 10, 2008, noting that because the timeline was just distributed, this would only allow four days to make a formal submission and would therefore not be feasible.

8:15 p.m. David Reed, Pages Brook Road Beaver Management:  David Reed was present to discuss his proposal for managing the extensive beaver dam building activity on Pages Brook Road in conjunction with the DPW.  The activity is causing water level fluctuations that have had negative impacts to downstream properties, and some septic systems and water supply wells are threatened as well.  Based on the details contained in Reed’s proposal, Bush moved to issue  an Emergency Certificate which will allow the installation of a water flow device on Brook Street for Pages Brook and of a screen at the bridge on Maple Street with the following Special Conditions:  any work within Priority and Estimated Habitat must be reviewed by NHESP; the work must be coordinated with the Superintendent of the DPW; the Commission office must be contacted prior to the initiation of work; downstream property owners shall be notified prior to the initiation of work.  Brownrigg seconded and all attending voted in favor.  

8:30 p.m. Hanover Hill, Event Report and Winter Stabilization:  Present for the update were George Dimakarakos of Stamski and McNary, David Crossman of B & C Associates, John Durkin, Sr. and John Durkin, Jr. of Onyx Transportation and Rob West, property manager for the owner.  The purpose of the discussion was for the representatives to provide the Commission with an update with regard to the stabilization efforts of the washout which occurred in September and details of the project’s winter stabilization plan.  

Willard, who had visited the site during the previous weekend, reported that the stabilization measures undertaken in the area where the washout had occurred appeared to be sufficient.  She also reminded the Commission that at the recommendation of John Rockwood subsequent to his peer review of the washout, the area will be reviewed in the spring to evaluate whether the impacted areas are recovering satisfactorily.  

Durkin, Jr stated that they had done all they could in the BVW by hand and the rest of the site has been stabilized and planted.  They will install jute on all 2-1 slopes where it has not yet been installed and will reseed those areas as needed in the spring.  They are now in the process of installing the bridge on Hanover Street and are hoping to pave within the next few weeks.  Once completed, they will install the curbing and all of the drainage structures will be fully operational for the roads that have been constructed.  Anything not yet loamed for winter will be covered with straw mulch.

The Commission found the report and plans satisfactory.

Bruell Site - BVW Restoration Concern: Willard reported that the BVW restoration work that had been required as part of a recently issued Order of Conditions was likely undone as there was no DEP sign and  no contact by the property owner for a pre-construction site visit.  At this point the restoration work, which was required subsequent to the discovery of unpermitted logging and landscaping activities, cannot feasibly be started this late in the season.  Willard pointed out the fact that this delay in starting work is contrary to what the representatives had indicated were their intentions at the public hearing for the Notice of Intent filing, when they stated they wanted to get plantings done and deal with invasives right away.  Because of this testimony, the commission had not included any timelines in the Orders of Conditions.  

Following a discussion in which the Commission considered several options including issuing another Enforcement Order with dates certain and clear guidelines for the restoration work, the decision was made to hold off on any further actions with the plan to follow up in the spring.  

Bylaw Revision Process:  The bylaw revisions will be discussed at a future meeting when time permits.  

In the meantime, Brownrigg offered to compile a spreadsheet containing setback distances used in other comparable towns and to do some research on whether there is any scientific guidance available as to how these setback distances were determined.  Once the Commission finalizes the revisions, the draft will need to go to various town boards for review and then to Town Meeting for final approval.  

Orders of Conditions Update:  Because there have been recent DEP updates which will need to be incorporated into the Commission’s database, Willard requested that the Commission complete the review of the Orders of Conditions in order to implement these changes simultaneously.  The review will be scheduled for a future meeting along with the bylaw revision discussion.  

9:45 p.m. Smith moved to adjourn.  Brownrigg seconded and all attending voted in favor:  

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Hopkins
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