
 

HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY 
 
Beginnings. 
 
Before 1758. In 1754, the northern part of Concord (settled and incorporated in 

1635) became the First District of Carlisle so that the 60 families in 
the district could attend “Publick Worship” closer to their homes.  
The failure of the district to construct a meetinghouse led to a vote to 
return the district to Concord in 1756.  (Images 7) Much of the land 
in the District was owned by Timothy Wilkins, who later divided the 
land for gifts and sales. (Wilkins) 

1780. The Second District of Carlisle was established, designating Carlisle 
town and allowing it legislative representation. (Images 7) 

Ca. 1778. Settlers of Carlisle may have begun interring their dead on land near 
the center of the settlement.  The epitaph of Solomon Andrews (d. 
1778) suggests this:  “Erected in memory of Mr. Solomon Andrews, 
Who departed this life in Full assurance of A better. Sept’r ye 18th 
1778 Aged 79 years.” (Bull 276)  Other early graves include Abraham 
Andrews (d. 1769). 

 
Establishment - 1784 - 1865. 
1784. The Central Burying Ground (AKA Old Cemetery) was established 

when the town acquired ½ acre of land “for a cemetery.”  (Images 98)  
The April 5th District Meeting voted “That there be one-half acre of 
Land Provided for the use of a burying-place including the spot of 
ground that hath been made use of for that purpose already.”  This 
parcel, owned jointly by Timothy Wilkins’ son and grandson, stood to 
the north of the meetinghouse and common, on the west side of the 
road to Chelmsford (today’s Lowell Road).  (The E-Form notes that it 
is likely the Wilkins family had been using the site as a burial plot for 
many years (unmarked graves, possibly at the southwest corner), as 
well as other members of settlers’ families, possibly marked with the 
rough stones, located at the back (west side) of the cemetery.)  “In the 
back corner of the grave-yard there are several graves with field-stone 
markers, without indication as to who lies beneath them.  As this plot 
was property of the first Timothy Wilkins family in this region, and 
was used before it became a town burying-ground, it seems reasonable 
to think Timothy and wife Anna (Smith) Wilkins may be buried here.  
As far as I can ascertain, no one knows where they are buried. 
(Wilkins) 

 
1787. Ten shillings were paid to Timothy Wilkins III and 16 shillings paid 

to Timothy Wilkins, Jr. for an addition to the original ½ acre lot.  The 
deed, dated June 18, 1787 states that the addition “has been used as a 
burying place.” (Wilkins) 
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1790. The population of Carlisle was 555. 
 
1805. The Town of Carlisle was incorporated on February 18th. 
 
1808. At a town meeting held on April 4th, it was “voted that the town raise 

one hundred collars to procure a hearse, and made a choice of Capt. 
Nehemiah Andrews to expend said money, and provide a hearse for 
use of the town.”  (Bull 30) 

 
1809. Expenditures were made by the town to construct the hearse. (Bull 30-

31) 
 
1810. An article was inserted in the warrant for the annual April Town 

Meeting, calling for consideration of a place to shelter (house) the 
hearse. At the meeting, it was “voted that the town erect a hearse-
house sixteen feet long, nine feet wide, and seven feet high.” A 
committee of three was chosen to prepare a plan for the building with 
specifications.  Captain Nehemiah Andrews built the house at a cost 
of $26.04.  The building was located on the southeast corner of the 
Central Burying Ground, where it stood until 1867, when the town 
voted to have it removed.  It was sold for $35.00, moved, and 
“transformed into a dwelling.”  Bull speculated that the building, 
while in use as a hearse house, doubled as a sort of armory, where the 
town stockpiled powder, firearms, and equipments.  (Bull 31-32) 

 
1857. The Town Annual Report (TAR) listed expenses for “mowing brush 

in the burial ground.” (4) 
 
1859. The TAR listed expenditures for: “laying stone and making gate for 

graveyard; irons for gate; work on graveyard; lotting(?) and setting 
posts for same.” (4) 

 
1860. The TAR listed expenses for “mowing brush” and “purchasing irons 

for burying ground.” (4) 
 
1862. The TAR listed expenses for “repairing wall at graveyard.” (2) 
 
 
Embellishment - 1866 - 1940 
1866. Between 1866 and 1871, the Arbor vitae hedge was planted along the 

east side.  From photographs, it appears that a cedar tree was placed at 
the end of the hedge (nearest the town center), beside the entrance.  
(Wilkins) 

 
1867. Development on the new Green Cemetery began -- the TAR listed 

expenses for a survey and drawn plan. (4)  A new hearse house was 
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constructed within the Green Cemetery, to house the hearse following 
the removal of the house at the Central Burying Ground. (Bull 32) 

 
1872. The TAR listed expenses for “mowing brush,” within the burying 

ground. (8-9) 
 
1875. The last burial took place at the Central Burying Ground, Susannah 

Wheeler Hutchinson. 
 
1878. The TAR listed expenses for “mowing brush in old cemetery.” (10) 
 
1881. The TAR listed a payment for 125 arbor vitae (9).  It is not clear whether 

this is for the old cemetery or for the Green Cemetery, and may be for both. 
 
1885 - 1895. The TAR listed expenses for “mowing the old cemetery.” 
 
1892. Capstones and posts were erected at the southeast entrance, under the 

direction of Mr. T. A. Green, and another cedar put on the left, to 
balance the one by the hedge.  (Wilkins) 

 
1900. The TAR listed expenses for “moving hearse house and laying wall for 

same.” (19) 
 
1903. The TAR included mention of a Cemetery Committee with three 

members. 
 
1904. In the TAR, the Cemetery Committee produced its first report, with 

the focus entirely on the Green Cemetery. 
 
1920s. Thomas Green supervised the installation of the granite posts and 

capstones at the southeast entrance. (E-Form) 
 
1922. The TAR described “trimming of trees and hedges in the cemeteries, 

following the 1921 ice storm.” (26) 
 
1923. The TAR included a report of the Cemetery Committee: “in the old 

burying ground, a memorial in commemoration of Rev. Paul 
Litchfield, the first minister of Carlisle, has been erected by this great 
grandson, William F. Litchfield, of Maynard.  It consists of a rustic 
stone canopy with a slate seat, inside is a bronze tablet set in a stone 
taken from the Litchfield farm with this inscription: 

  
 In loving memory of the Reverend Paul Litchfield, the first minister in the 

Town of Carlisle, 1781 - 1827.” (27) 
 
1924. The TAR included a report of the Cemetery Committee: “in the Old 

Burying Ground, granite steps have been put in, on the farther 
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entrance on Lowell Road.” (39)  Wilkins stated, “In 1924 an entrance 
was opened at the north-east corner of the ground, and granite steps 
placed for the convenience of the public.  The grounds were cleared 
up and stones straightened; some repairs were made on old slate slabs 
by private direction. 

 
1926. Beginning in this year, Mrs. T. A. Green interested herself in locating 

and marking the graves of the Revolutionary patriots -- eleven such 
graves have been marked with the official SAR standard and flag 
through her active interest. (Wilkins) 

 
1929. The TAR noted that “Revolutionary War markers were placed on the 

graves of Nathan Green, Simon Blood, and David Blood.” (29) 
 
1930. The TAR noted that “Mr. William F. Litchfield has made three 

additional gifts to be used toward beautifying the Old Cemetery on 
Lowell Street.” (37)  These included removal of the ledge along the 
front boundary and replacement with a retaining wall, and 
construction of the concrete sidewalk connecting the two entrances; 
the stone path leading through the cemetery past the Litchfield seat. 
Funds from his request have also provided for the name and date of 
the cemetery engraved on a stone in the wall, which reads “Central 
Burying Ground, 1874.” (E-Form; Wilkins)  

 
 “Mr. Litchfield later gave $25.00 to Mrs. Green to use as she thought 

best in this sacred spot.  A path of stepping stones, taken from the 
Parson’s old farm, was laid from the south to the north entrance, 
passing the Litchfield Memorial and one leading to Rev. Mr. 
Litchfield’s grave.” (Wilkins) 

 
1932. The TAR stated, “we have placed Sons of the American Revolution 

markers on the graves of Stephen Blood, Jr., James Russell, Jr., Lieut. 
Nathaniel Parker, Edmund Andrews, all in the Old Cemetery.” (54) 

 
1933. “Again in 1933, [Mr. Litchfield] gave [Mrs. Green] $10 which she use 

in placing a small spruce tree each side of the memorial.” (Wilkins) 
 
 “In 1933, at the observance of Mrs. Mary A Green’s 80th birthday, the 

Carlisle Garden Club arranged a small rock garden around the out-
cropping ledge near the memorial, and a natural depression in the 
rock was deepened for a bird bath.  Mrs. Green was thus honored as a 
member of the Cemetery Commission and her efforts recognized in 
making this an attractive rather than depressing spot.” (Wilkins) 

 
1935. The TAR stated, “we have placed SAR markers on the graves of 

Timothy and Isaac Wilkins on the Old Cemetery.” (33) 
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 Also in 1935, after the death of William Litchfield, a bequest of $500 
was made to the town, to be administered by Mrs. Mary A. Green, the 
interest to be used to further beautify and care for his ancestors’ graves 
and the burial ground in which they sleep. (Wilkins) 

 
Ca. 1939 “Miss Alice French of Lowell, Mass. has placed several lilac roots near 

the grave of Edmund Andrews, her Revolutionary ancestor, which 
were taken from the ancient bushed still surviving beside the cellar 
hole of his former dwelling.  Other bushes planted beside this lot, 
near the wall, may make a beginning for a memorial lilac hedge to 
border the burying ground.  Doubtless many such roots could be 
gathered in Carlisle from the sites of old dwellings and from the 
houses in which the early settlers lived.  They do not easily die out, 
and they would form a fragrant memory to the old families 
represented by stones in this spot.” (Wilkins) 

 
 
Maintenance and Decline - 1941-Present 
1941. The TAR noted that “hedges at both cemeteries were trimmed” and 

low spots filled in. (27) 
 
1946. The TAR noted that mowing was the principal work being done at the 

town cemeteries, and also trimming of hedges, trees and shrubs, and 
the filling in of graves. (50) 

 
1947. The TAR listed the “Litchfield Old Cemetery  Fund” as having a 

balance of $525.98. (50) 
 
1949. The Cemetery Commissioners reported in the Town Annual Report, 

the trimming of trees, trees and shrubs, and the cutting down of 
brush. (34) 

 
Note:  Through the mid-1950s and mid-1960s, the TARs only discussed improvements made to the Green 
Cemetery; the Central Burying Ground was not mentioned. 
 
1968. The TAR stated, “the new residents of the town will find in the old 

cemetery on Lowell Street the burial places of the early settlers of the 
town and a memorial seat erected to the memory of Reverend Paul 
Litchfield, the town’s first minister.” (55) 

 
1969. At the 1969 Town Meeting, the town voted to place the operation of 

the cemetery under the newly established Board of Public Works as of 
March 2, 1970.  Beginning in 1970, the Board of Public Works 
Commissioners did not report on the cemeteries in the Annual Town 
Report. 

 
1971. The town established a Historic District Committee. 
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1976. The Historic District Committee became the Carlisle Historical 

Commission. 
 
2016. The Carlisle Historical Commission identified the need to upgrade 

the condition of the burying ground landscape, and applied for funds 
from the Community Preservation Committee to prepare a 
preservation master plan -- a blueprint for improving and managing 
the burying ground over time. 
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HISTORIC IMAGES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1779 (Re-Drawn from Original held at Mass. 
Archives Volume 33, Page 21).  Gleason Public 
Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Settlers’ Homes (drawn in 1969 by D. A. 
Lapham). Gleason Public Library. 
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Carlisle in 1856.  Walling Atlas of 
Middlesex County, 1856. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carlisle in 1875.  Beers Atlas of 
Middlesex County, 1875. 
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The Central Burying Ground in ca. 1890.  The stone posts have been constructed at the southeast 
corner (1892), but the road and sidewalk (1930) have not been paved.  Images of America:  Carlisle. 
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Remove mortar at north end, remove trees 
and root masses, re-stack the south 30 feet 
of the wall, clean stone surfaces 

No specific timeframe 
required 

$25,000 

Re-point joints, remove trees and root 
masses, clean stone surfaces  

No specific timeframe 
required 

$7,000 

Restack fallen stones No specific timeframe 
required 

$2,000 

Replace rotted beam, repair or replace 
damaged rafters, fill graffiti carvings, 
replace roof, re-point portions of the base, 
stain the woodwork, and clean the stone 
surfaces 

2 years $5,000 
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CME Associates, Inc. Cemetery Structures Inspection Report
East Hartford, CT

Cemetery Central Burying Ground
Inspection Date Inspector Pete Culmo

Structure Front Retaining Wall

Overall Condition Very Good

Inspection Items Comments

Movement Nothing significant

Potential minor bulge near Oak tree

     (42' from north end)

Joints Dry rubble masonry - no mortar

Some minor pointing at north end

  (near utility pole)

Staining Minor staining due to trees and weather

Plant Growth Minor lichen 

Notes

Short Term Repairs Remove trees behind wall

Long Term Repairs Re-built southern 30 feet of wall

Remove mortar near utility pole

Clean stone

Potential Bulge Oak Tree 

September 1, 2016

Overall View of Wall

Tallest Portion of wall (potential bulge)

South End of wall

Panoramic View

1. 150 feet long
2. Height varies from 2' to 6'
3. Various stone types, mostly granite
4.  Aside from one minor potential bulge,

there are no signs of movement.
5. Approx. 15 trees located just behind the

wall.
6. Possible minor sink hole near the Oak

Tree (42 feet from north end)
7. Older trees have been removed.  Stumps

still present.

North end
South end
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CME Associates, Inc. Cemetery Structures Inspection Report
East Hartford, CT

Cemetery Central Burying Ground
Inspection Date Inspector Pete Culmo

Structure South Entry Posts

Overall Condition Very Good

Inspection Items Comments

Movement Potential minor tilt of left post

Joints Mortared stone joints

Minor cracking in some joints

Cap stones Good condition

Staining Moderate staining on exterior

Plant Growth Minor lichen growth

Notes

Short Term Repairs Remove trees

Long Term Repairs Reset lean only if conditions get worse

Re-point mortar joints properly

Clean Surfaces

September 1, 2016

Front Elevation

Close up of posts

Sides of posts

Rear of left post

1. Granite cap and corner stones
2. Rounded rubble stones on interior faces
3. Minor tilt to left post 
4. Tree growing into right post
5. Pointing has been re-done several times
6. Center posts do not appear to be of the 

same age as the end posts  
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CME Associates, Inc. Cemetery Structures Inspection Report
East Hartford, CT

Cemetery Central Burying Ground
Inspection Date Inspector Pete Culmo

Structure Litchfield Seat

Overall Condition Good

Inspection Items Comments

Movement No signs of significant movement.  One crack

in base

Joints Top portion of rear face have been re-pointed

The remainder are in good condition

Staining Minor staining

Wood framing Most of the wood is in good condition

Several rafters have damaged ends

One main beam is severely rotted

Minor graffiti carving

Needs staining

Roofing Asphalt Shingle roof (most likely not original)

Good condition

Notes

Short Term Repairs Replace rotted beam, repair rafters

Fill graffiti carving and sand

Clean stone

Stain all wood

Long Term Repairs Replace roofing with appropriate materials

Repair cracked pointing

Re-point un-matching pointing

South Elevation North Elevation

Rotted wood beam on south side

September 1, 2016

West Elevation

East Elevation

Damaged Rafter End

1. Concrete base is in very good condition
2. Seat is in very good condition
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CME Associates, Inc. Cemetery Structures Inspection Report
East Hartford, CT

Cemetery Central Burying Ground
Inspection Date Inspector Pete Culmo

Structure Border Walls

Overall Condition Fair

Inspection Items Comments

Movement Many stones have shifted

Joints Dry rubble farm wall, no mortar

Staining Significant staining

Plant Growth Lichen growth

Notes

Short Term Repairs None

Long Term Repairs Reset fallen stones

September 1, 2016

South Wall

West Wall

West Wall

North Wall

1. These walls are considered to be farm
walls.  They were never intended to be
architectural.  They were most likely built
from stones unearthed during the 
clearing of the land and during
excavations for graves.
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TREE INVENTORY & ASSESSMENT 

ASSESSMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TREES 
 
Abbreviations: 
A = Arborvitae 
O = Oak 
P = Pine 
C = Cherry 
M = Maple 
B = Birch 
Dia. = diameter of trunk 
 
 
A‐1 (3) leader arborvitae (each about 8‐12” dia) pretty much an overgrown shrub.  In midst of 
monuments.  Suggest removal. 
 
A2‐19 arborvitae – all along wall and Lowell St.  Only good thing is that they obscure the power lines.  
Removing them would be radical but I don’t think they would be missed after a couple of months. 
 
Oaks – general. 17 total.  They are some that make me a little nervous with leaning trunks and large 
cantilevered limbs.  Most of them are pretty leggy so reduction pruning is not a good option.  I 
suggest removing some of the larger more likely to fail trees and leaving the ones that are more 
structurally sound and/or out of the way.  Specifically; 
 
OK‐1 10” dia red, stable, not near monuments and not too close to wall or wires.  Keep. 
 
OK‐2 2’ dia red oak severely compromised already by line pruning.  Very close to wall and perhaps 
not stable as a consequence.  Suggest removal. 
 
OK‐3 2.5’ dia white oak in out of the way corner.  Reasonable structure and not threatening.  Keep. 
 
OK‐4 1.5’ dia white oak trunk way off center because of OK‐5, some mounding, not very pretty, 
suggest removal. 
 
OK‐5 3’ dia (white?) oak with very large cantilevered limb.  Again, not easy to reduce risk of failure 
with pruning.  Suggest removal.  This has significant mounding and stump grinding should at least be 
considered.   
 
B‐1 14” dia black birch, very pretty tree but in center of several monuments and has a lot of surface 
roots.  I think removal is likely if only to preserve monuments.  If the surface roots are not a problem 
then I would suggest potentially keeping this tree for 5‐10 years as other smaller trees response to 
more light and possible new trees are planted and get established. 
 
OK‐6 8” red oak with terrible lean resulting from OK‐7.  Suggest removal. 
 
OK‐7, white oak that is all lean away from pines P‐7 and P‐8.  Otherwise OK.  Suggest removal. 
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TREE INVENTORY & ASSESSMENT 

 
P‐7 & 8, both are about 2’ dia tall white pines at stonewall.  I don’t consider any large white pine 
safe.   
P‐7 has a significant lean towards the parking lot and has a double leader at the top which are 
always prone to failure.  Lastly this is a likely access point for a crane and these pines would block.  
Suggest removal. 
 
M‐7, 9” sugar maple – excellent 
 
OK‐15, 3’ white oak with significant deadwood and “leggy”.  Maybe keep for a few more years and 
then remove as others mature.  
 
OK‐14 2.5’ red oak with significant trunk lean towards monuments.  Also too leggy to reduce 
effectively with pruning.  Crowding OK‐13.  Suggest removal. 
 
OK‐13 2’ dia white oak, leans away from monuments, looks good. 
 
B‐5, dual black birch with stems about 8”.  Charming but roots undermining a larger monument.  
Remove. 
 
OK‐16. 3” red oak.  This has a significant lean that could be correctly with a cable.  I think it’s a 
worthwhile keeper. 
 
B‐3, 8” black birch, looks nice  
 
OK‐11 2’ white oak, looks OK 
 
OK‐12 2.5’ dia oak, wonderful 
 
OK‐8, 1.5” white oak, is very balanced and healthy but is close to a monument.  Keep if possible. 
 
OK‐9 1.5’ red oak, big lean but the base is clear.  Not sure of keep or remove. 
 
Pines other than 7 & 8 (total of 8).  Junk.  P‐3 is the 3rd largest and has a significant amount of 
mounding and surface roots.  I wonder if the needles are problematic with acidification. 
 
Maples – mostly along southern wall – OK. (7 total) 
 
C‐1 6” cherry with shoots along wall.  Junk.  C‐2 junk too. 
 
OK‐17, 4” red oak, keeper 
 
B‐2 grey birch among mountain laurel and monuments.  Junk   
 
B‐4 birch, remove.  
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ADDITIONAL NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Wood Area Behind Rear Stone Wall   
If a crane is in place there a few pines that I think should be removed to enhance the better 
specimen trees such as OK‐13 and also to reduce risk.  The invasive plant load in the woods itself is 
light but the reed growing in the wetlands is likely to creep out into the woods and compromise the 
ascetics and biodiversity.  I recommend at least establishing a limit of growth line for the reed 
(phragmites).  
 
Grinding Stumps Versus Allowing to Decay 
I generally favor grinding but access will be very difficult and risky.  I suggest allowing stumps to 
decay to every extent possible.  I favor leaving snags for habitat and believe they look better than 
stumps but realize this is an acquired taste and probably too unconventional.  Probably best to cut 
stumps as low as possible.  Decay can be accelerated with drilling and inoculation with fungi. 
 
General Plant Health Care 
This last / current will have a lasting effect on the trees in this area.  We can expect decline of some 
of these trees over several years.  The burying ground is a tough site.  High and full of ledge.  
Removing some trees should leave more water for the remainders.  Irrigation of the mature trees is 
probably not practical.  There are certainly some soil treatments that could help the drought 
stressed trees but rain will be the most important.  Fortunately there is not a lot of foot traffic on 
the grounds and the soils have not been too compressed.  It helps that there is minimal need for 
mowing as this can be a major contributor to soil compaction.  Mowing should be minimized in my 
opinion – even if it means retaining the current crop of moss.  Removal of a significant number of 
trees will bring in more light and change this balance.  I am not sure how to minimize subsequent 
grass and weed growth.  At a minimum I would to suggest an infrequent, bordering on negligent 
mowing schedule.  In my opinion, herbicide targeting the more aggressive grasses and broadleaf 
weeds might extend the periods between mowings.  I think the result would likely look more 
historic.  I would definitely want to consult with the DPW to understand what they are doing 
currently and gain their perspective on what would work best in the future – especially when there 
is more light.  
 
Summary 
I recommend a significant amount of removal.  There are limited “opportunities” for pruning.  Some 
of the removals could be postponed for a few years to allow other trees to fill in.  I also think 
planting a few native shade trees makes sense.  This would offset near term and longer term 
removal of larger riskier trees.  They could be located far enough from monuments to not disturb 
them.  They would generally be better balanced if grown with sufficient space. 
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