
Carlisle Housing Authority (CHA)

Meeting Date: January 8, 2009


Approval Date – February 12, 2009

Submitted by:
Susan Stamps
Attending: Members Alan Lehotsky (Chair), James Bohn, Steve Pearlman, and Susan Stamps, and Administrative Coordinator Elizabeth Barnett

1.
Call to Order 7:40 p.m.

2.
Minutes.  Minutes of 12/18/08 meeting and tonight's meeting will be approved at the 2/12/09 meeting.


3.
Old business.


a.
Program for residents facing financial difficulties - Bohn reported that Julie Bernick of Money Management International (a credit counseling nonprofit) will anchor the program.  He will work with Barnett to include town government professionals such as the town treasurer, Counsel on Aging representative, and others so that many topics will be covered, including housing issues, tax abatements, reverse mortgages, fuel assistance, food stamps, etc.  Date set for Monday, January 26, 2009 8:30 p.m. at the Gleason Library Hollis Room.  Bohn and Barnett will also coordinate publicity and coverage by the Mosquito and the local cable TV channel.



b.
January 22 DMR site tour - Mary Beth Coyne, Northeast Regional Director of the Mass. Department of Mental Retardation (DMR) will take members on a tour of one or more housing facilities managed by DMR in neighboring towns on 1/22/09 at 6:30 p.m. 



c.
CHA presentations on the Benfield selection process to Affordable Housing Trust and Board of Selectmen - Members who are available will attend the 1/15/09 meeting of the Carlisle Affordable Housing Trust and the 1/27/09 meeting of the Selectmen to discuss the process of selecting a developer for the senior affordable rental housing to be built on the Benfield property (Benfield project).



d.
Expansion of Carlisle Village Court.  Bert Williams, chair of the Carlisle Village Court board, reported that the Board has issued a contract for an engineering study re: possible expansion of Village Court.

4
Public comment/Community input.  Lehotsky requested public comment; none of the non-members present offered comments.


5.
New business.  Affordable Housing Production Plan.  The state requires cities and towns to update their Affordable Housing Production Plan (AHPP) every five years.  Carlisle's AHPP was done in 2005, so it has to be updated by sometime in 2010 (Barnett to find out the exact deadline).  Lehotsky observed that the update is the Selectmen's responsibility.  Barnett will find out by February 1 what is required for the updated plan (the state has changed
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 requirements since 2005) and will prepare an outline of the requirements.  2008 Town Report.  The deadline for submission of the Housing Authority's report is February 9, 2009 - Barnett will prepare a first draft of the report and circulate it.  Filling board vacancy.  The Housing Authority has a vacancy in the Governor's appointee position because of the resignation in December, 2008 of Eugenia Harris.  The members and Barnett will try to come up with possible names of people to fill the vacancy.
Housekeeping item - Pearlman moved that the Chair shall have the authority to approve and sign invoices for expenditures which the Housing Authority has already approved.  Bohn seconded.  Ayes 4, nays 0, motion approved.  


6.
Next meeting dates.  Members will view DMR projects on 1/22/09 in lieu of their regular meeting (see 3.b above).  Next regular 2009 meetings - February 12, February 26, March 12, and March 26.

7.
Meeting adjourned:  Lehotsky moved to adjourn.  Bohn seconded.  Ayes 4, nays 0, motion approved.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
[See next page for Action Items]
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ACTION ITEMS



A.
Bohn and Barnett to work on 1/26/09 program for residents facing financial difficulties.


B.
Discussion at next meeting of January 22 DMR site tour with Mary Beth Coyne.




C.
Barnett to find out the exact deadline for update of the town's Affordable Housing Production Plan (AHPP) in 2010 and what is required for the updated plan and will prepare an outline of the requirements.



D.
Barnett will prepare a first draft of the Housing Authority's submission for the 2008 Town Report (deadline for submission 2/9/09) and circulate it to the members.



E.
The members and Barnett will try to come up with possible names of people to fill the vacancy in the Governor's appointee position on the Housing Authority, created by the resignation of Eugenia Harris in December, 2008.
CHA_20090109
� From previous meetings: (1) Getting a DMR project.  (2) Elizabeth to follow up on 12/8/08 MAGIC meeting where members expressed support for forming a coalition to address in the legislature the issue of extending protection from 40B development from 2 to 3 years for small towns (from 12/18/08 meeting).  (3) Status of application to Commonwealth Capital for ranking for funding projects.  (4) From 10/16/08 meeting - Stamps to find out about the current possibility of affordable housing being part of the Wilson development on Westford Street.  (5) Follow up on finalizing by the Planning Board of rules and regulations for the Affordable Accessory Apartment (AAA) program (expected in January, 2009).  (6) Clarification of process/prepare instruction sheet for residents who want to participate in the AAA program and process for submission to state (discussed at various meetings).  (7) Follow up on expansion possibilities for Carlisle Village Court (Bert Williams reported on 1/8/09 that his board had awarded the contract for an engineering study re: expansion possibilities).


	


 





PAGE  
1

